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Welcome
We want to start by saying a massive ‘thank you’ for choosing to raise money for Home-Start.  
We can assure you that every pound you raise will help us to reach thousands of struggling families 
and give their fragile children the best possible start in life.

This guide is designed to offer you ideas, tips and inspiration, no matter what fantastic 
fundraising activity you are about to undertake, to help make your efforts a huge success!

We truly hope that you enjoy your fundraising experience and have lots of fun in the process.
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about Home-Start 

Not all children are lucky enough to have a happy start 
in life. Sometimes families need a bit of support to 
get through some very tough times and that is where 
Home-Start can help. 

Right now, many young children in our 
area are experiencing hardship or tragedy; 
from bereavement or isolation; financial 
hardship and food shortages to disability or 
inappropriate housing. 

Home-Start was set up over in Leicester 40 
years ago and helps families with young 
children deal with whatever life throws at them. 
We provide one-to-one support for parents. Our 
volunteers visit the family in their home every 
week and support parents as they learn to cope, 
improve their confidence and build better lives 
for their children. We also run family groups and 
social events for families.

We are one of almost 300 local Home-Starts throughout the UK; more than 16,000 trained 
volunteers who provide tailor-made emotional and practical support to over 30,000 families with 
over 60,000 vulnerable children. These children, as unique and fragile as snowflakes, are the 
essence of our ‘Snowflake appeal’. 

Home-Start depends heavily on voluntary donations to fund our local work. Your help is vital to 
enable us to reach more vulnerable children and their families, who may need our support. Very 
often, we are the last chance for those families, but we cannot continue our work without your help.

By raising funds for Home-Start’s vital work you will help us to reach hundreds of struggling 
families in our local community and give their children the best possible start in life.

Please help us make a difference.
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The difference you could make

can help a family 
in crisis attend a 
family group for 
urgent support

£5 £5 £10

£20

£1500

£100

£50

can help a family 
in crisis attend a 
family group for 
urgent support

could secure  
Home-Start’s first visit 
to a family with young 
children who are facing 
a crisis

will give a child a 
happy memory to 
cherish forever

provides a family 
with a Home-Start 
volunteer and local 
group for a year

helps us fund urgent 
food/gift packs for 
children facing a 
bleak Christmas trains a Home-Start 

volunteer to support 
a family

“Please join me raising money for The Snowflake 
Appeal so Home-Start can keep supporting unique 
and fragile children. Home-Start is in there, 
making a difference each and every day. It is 
changing all our communities for the future. It 
prevents parents’ difficulties from becoming their 
children’s problems.”
Kirstie Allsopp, TV presenter, mum, step mum,  
Home-Start ambassador
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Here’s what some of our families had to say

Beth was diagnosed with post-natal depression after 
her son, Alexander, was born. Although Beth’s family 
were supportive, they lived far away and, as her 
husband worked, she often felt that she struggled to 
cope with her son on her own. Beth found out about 
Home-Start from her health visitor and gave us a 
call. She was matched with her volunteer, Dorothy. 
Beth said: “Home-Start helped me through one of 
the toughest times in my life and I can’t imagine 
how it would have been without them. They gave me 
support, encouragement and reassurance and helped 
me to learn to laugh and enjoy myself and my family 
again. I hope that when my son is older I will be 
able to become a volunteer myself so that I can help 
others through their time of need.”

Beth, mum supported by Home-Start 

“Home-Start is a much-needed service 
to a lot of people with varied problems. 
Sometimes it is difficult to ask for help - 
or even recognise that you need it - but 
everyone could use a shoulder to lean on 
when times are tough.”

“Home-Start has got me 
through a crucial period of 
my life and helped me give 
my children the best start”.

Pauline, mum supported by  
Home-Start

Alison Trelfa, 
mum supported by 
Home-Start

Mandy struggled to cope after her son, George, was diagnosed with cerebral 
palsy. She was severely depressed and had acute anxiety and panic attacks. 
Mandy was introduced to Home-Start by a health visitor. Her volunteer visited 
the family home every week, giving Mandy time to catch up on medical 
paperwork; to do laundry and spend quality time with her daughter. Just as 
importantly, she gave Mandy friendship and head space. Mandy says “I am 
not the same person I was in January. Neither is George, nor is his sister. And 
Home-Start has played a large part in helping us on our way on this journey. 
Home-Start has helped all three of us immeasurably. They reached out to us at 
a time when no one else did.”

Mandy, mum supported by Home-Start

Bringing up a child on your own is no easy feat, but when 
you have a child with a terminal illness life can be a real 
struggle and very lonely. That’s exactly the situation that Neil, 
a single dad, has found himself in since his daughter Isabel 
was diagnosed with a condition that means it’s unlikely that 
she will reach school age. Neil is supported by Home-Start 
volunteer Chris.
Neil says that Home-Start has been his ‘lifeline’. His volunteer 
offers him practical and emotional support and, Neil says, 
‘someone to turn to’. 

Neil, dad supported by Home-Start

Note: some names may have been changed.



www.snowflake.org.uk        The Snowflake Appeal - for children facing tragedy and hardship

6

Fundraising ideas – It’s over to you!

What are you going to do to help change children’s lives for the better?

Whether you’re aiming to do something 
big or small, fundraising can be rewarding 
and fun! either by yourself or as part of a 
team, through work or in your free time, 
there’s a way for everyone to get involved 
and help.

You may already have a fantastic idea or 
you may need a little help in getting some 
inspiration. Here are some fundraising 
ideas and advice to help you get started, 
but remember, the possibilities are endless 
– just let your imagination go! 
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Fundraising ideas – Schools
•	  Sell tickets to your spectacular Christmas 

play or concert and donate a percentage to 
Home-Start to help all the children who are 
currently facing tragedy and hardship. Why 
not increase your fundraising by setting up 
a Home-Start stand so that you can sell our 
new Snowflake merchandise. This will also 
give the children an opportunity to explain 
to parents why the school has chosen to 
support the Home-Start charity and how 
important it is that children are given the 
best chance in life.

•	  Non uniform day – swap those school 
clothes for something fancy or funny – 
ideally white, glittery and snowflake-like! 
But if you prefer, how about wearing your 
PJ’s or your favourite onesie! £1 donation to 
Home-Start. 

•	  Hold a sponsored event eg. a fun run, 
silence, walk etc. Or how about giving up 
something for a period of time during the 
Snowflake appeal (1st November to 31st 
January) eg. chocolate or crisps

•	  Bake/Craft sale – how about knitting or 
crocheting a snowflake and turning it into a 
Christmas decoration by dipping it in sugar 
water! It looks brilliant! Maybe piggy back 
on another event to sell these eg. Christmas 
concert or school fete. There are some great 
tutorial videos on YouTube showing how this 
can be done

•	  Eat me, fill me, and donate me – always 
popular with children - get a tube of smarties 
or any other similar container, and once 
you’ve enjoyed the contents, fill it up and 
raise as much as you can! Remember…every 
single penny counts!

•	  Peddle around the Playground – get the 
children to decorate their scooters/bikes/
skates like a snowflake, all glittery and white 
and get sponsored on how many times 
around the playground you go! 

•	  Hold a snowflake making competition 
– who can be the most creative! Maybe set 
different age categories! ask local companies 
for a prize – eg ask the local snow dome to 
donate a skiing or tobogganing experience – 
perfect for adults and children!

•	  Hold a Snowflake Sunday event. Decorate 
your house like a snowflake grotto and bake 
everything in the shape of snowflakes! Invite 
all your friends and family and have some 
fun and ask for donations!

•	  For older students – how about a team 
challenge. Here you can develop team work 
skills to collectively use each person’s talent 
to raise funds for Home-Start in whichever 
way that team thinks will work!

•	  Hold a Snowflake poem competition – 
explain the link between the logo and the 
cause eg. snowflakes are unique and fragile 
as the children we support and set them a 
challenge to write a poem. Try to get your 
local paper interested and ask if they will 
publish the winning poem and let us know.

•	 	Give a talk in your assembly and explain 
how not every child is lucky enough to have 
a happy start in life and nominate Home-
Start as your school’s charity of the year. 
If you would like more information and a 
suggested script to use in your assembly, 
just email us and we will be happy to send 
you what you need.
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Fundraising ideas – at work
•	  Hold a Snowflake Sale and sell our 

Snowflake appeal merchandise to the staff. 
These items will make ideal Christmas 
presents or stocking fillers!

•	  Hold a quiz night – get teams competing 
from different departments – make this an 
annual event and have a special snowflake 
award that teams compete for!

•	  Dress differently for a day! Ditch the 
normal corporate outfits and don something 
different – fancy costume, PJ’s, onesies…
anything goes!

•	  Hold a company raffle or a tombola using 
cloakroom tickets

•	  Perhaps your boss is a secret baker or 
you have baking skills that your colleagues 
are unaware of! Why not hold a Snowflake 
Bake Sale during lunch time and sell those 
creative snowflake biscuits and cakes!

•	  Guess the weight of the snowflake cake 
giving the cake as the prize!

•	  Snowflake Treasure Hunt – fun and simple 
to do. Just make a grid of say 5 x 10 squares 
(depending on how big or small you want 
to make it) and decide which square the 
snowflake is hidden under. Charge £1 per 
square chosen, but encourage people to 
choose more than one square! Once all the 
squares are sold, announce the winner and 
split the proceeds between the winner and 
Home-Start.

•	  Place a collecting tin in your reception or 
staff kitchen/canteen.

•	  Help us spread the word about what we 
do by including us in your staff newsletters 
or talk about us on your intranet – we can 
provide you with case studies, facts and 
figures.

•	  Organise a good old fashioned office 
party but add a twist – make it snowflake 
themed and leave that to everyone’s 
imagination. award a prize for the most 
inventive and send us pictures!
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Fundraising ideas – general
•	  Fun Games Night in - Staying in can be so 

much fun! Just ask people to donate what 
they would have spent on a night out! You 
could hold a virtual games evening and have 
funs with your friends and family (console or 
online is where it’s at) – how about a Winter 
Olympics game or maybe even a ‘Dance game 
competition? If you prefer the old fashioned 
type games, just use your imagination and 
make up some fun Snowflake themed games 
like whack the snowflake (instead of the rat), 
Snowflake treasure hunt, Snowflake Quiz, 
Hook the Snowflake (instead of the duck), 
number of snowflakes in the jar, ‘make a 
snowflake’ competition, but they have to 
make it out of playdoh in a set time! The fun 
ideas are endless!

•	  Frozen themed karaoke party – Why not 
host a ‘sing-a-long’ karaoke Frozen themed 
event at your local hall or cinema. get 
everyone to dress up as their favourite Frozen 
character and be ready to sing out loud! You 
could ask for a donation to come along and 
boost your fundraising by selling snowflake 
shaped cakes and biscuits, and soft drinks on 
the day. We also have a number of Snowflake 
items that would be great to sell at this type 
of event. See our website for more details 
www.snowflake.org.uk

•	  Celebrate and Donate - Mark your special 
anniversary, wedding, birthday by asking 
people to give a donation to your nominated 
charity instead of buying you presents

•	  Supermarket Bag Packing – contact your 
local supermarket and let them know about 
the Snowflake appeal. ask if you can bag 
pack in their store over a weekend during 
the appeal, where customers can make a 
donation for you to help them pack up their 
weekly shop.

•	  Crafty Christmas – Do you like arts 
and crafts? Making your own Snowflake 
Christmas decorations can be a lot of fun. 
Why not then sell them at a school bazaar or 
Christmas fair. If you love knitting or crochet 
then why not knit a snowflake and then soak 
it in sugar water to turn it into a decoration. 
These look amazing and sell very well!

•	  Snowy Challenge – Snow dome or ice rink 
nearby? get sponsored to make as many 
snowballs as possible in a set time, or be 
sponsored to skate laps of the ice rink. Or 
if you are up for a tougher challenge, then 
why not get a team together to do a 24 
hour sponsored snowboard/ski challenge 
at your local snow dome! Perhaps you can 
even perform the odd trick or two for added 
entertainment – but be safe!
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Helpful tips for organising your own 
fundraising event 
Decide what you want to do

Don’t be daunted about organising your event, 
just remember to keep it fun and simple! The great 
thing about fundraising is that it can be as simple 
or as fancy as you like and whether you raise 
£10, £100 or £1000, every penny helps makes a 
difference. The most important rule is to plan your 
event in advance and if you can find some willing 
helpers, then that will make it easier. 

Remember - set yourself a budget and a 
fundraising target and work out how you will 
raise that amount.

If you want to hold a raffle or quiz or something 
with prizes, ask local businesses to donate 
those prizes in return for publicity. There’s some 
great advice about how to approach business 
for donations here: http://knowhownonprofit.
org/how-to/how-to-approach-local-businesses-
for-donations

When? Choosing a date

Consider what day of the week would be best 
for your event. For instance, weekends might 
be better for dinners, but Friday’s are good if 
you are fundraising at work or holding a dance. 
However, quizzes and coffee mornings tend to 
work better during the week. 

Think about what else is going on at the time 
of your event and see if you can piggy back on 
something, such as a Christmas craft fair or fete. 

Pick a realistic date, giving yourself plenty of 
time to prepare.

Where? Choosing a venue

Will you hold your activity at home, at the office, 
at a local community centre or somewhere a 
little different?

This will depend on the size of your event, but 
do consider things such as toilets, car parking, 
easy to find etc. Maybe you could approach your 
local pub, WI Hall or church hall. Often venues 
will offer a special charity rate or even give it 
to you for free, so don’t forget to tell them all 
about our Snowflake appeal.

Who? Targeting your audience

It is important to know who you want to attend 
your events as this will affect how you plan and 
carry it out as well as how you promote it and 
invite people. also think about who you might 
need to help you and give them plenty of notice.

Spread the word!

The more guests you have and 
the more people that know 
about your event, the more 
money you could raise for 
Home-Start. Word of mouth is 
one of the most effective ways 
of getting the message out 
there, so tell everyone - your 
friends, family, neighbourhood, 
colleagues, at your sports club 
and gym what you’re doing and why!

Put notices in your staff, social group, or sports 
club newsletter. Put posters on community news 
boards or send out invitations to spread the 
word (either download from  
www.snowflake.org.uk or call us and we can 
pop some in the post to you).

http://knowhownonprofit.org/how-to/how-to-approach-local-businesses-for-donations
http://knowhownonprofit.org/how-to/how-to-approach-local-businesses-for-donations
http://knowhownonprofit.org/how-to/how-to-approach-local-businesses-for-donations
www.snowflake.org.uk
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email, phone and text the details of your event to 
your contacts telling them why you’re fundraising 
for Home-Start and asking for their support.

Contact your local newspaper or radio as they 
may like to run a feature about your event or 
activity.

Make the most of social media – such as 
Facebook or Twitter – it’s a great way to let 
people know about your fundraising efforts and 
it’s free. 

•	 	Create	an	Event	on	Facebook	and	invite	all	
your friends 

•	 	Post	information	about	your	event	on	your	
Facebook page 

•	 	Tweet	about	your	event	and	ask	your	
followers to retweet! 

•	 	Post	updates	-	make	sure	to	let	people	know	
why you’re supporting Home-Start and how 
their support and donations will help make a 
difference 

•	 	If	you’re	preparing	for	a	challenge	event	such	
as a run, trek or cycle, share updates about 
your progress such as reaching a goal in your 
training plan. 

•	 	If	you’re	preparing	for	a	challenge	event	
and you’ve set up an online fundraising 
page such as Justgiving or Virgin Money 
giving share the link on your social 
media inviting your friends to donate quickly, 
easily and securely online. 

After the event 

Make sure you thank everyone involved as soon 
as possible and tell them how much you raised 
and what a difference their support will make to 
so many fragile children. 

NEW Snowflake Appeal Merchandise – 
Arriving November 2015!

Due to the success of Home-Start’s ‘Snowflake 
appeal’ since its launch in November 2013, we 
are thrilled to be able to announce that this year 
we will be releasing a whole new and exciting 
range of Snowflake themed merchandise! These 
items would make perfect Christmas presents 
or stocking fillers, or even a treat for yourself. 
Our new ‘Snowflake appeal’ merchandise will be 
available to buy from 1st November 2015 - for 
further details get in touch. Our contact details 
will be sent with this pack.
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Keeping it safe and legal 
It is important that your event is safe and that you are aware of any legal issues. 
You will then be able to relax on the day and enjoy yourself!
 

Safety First

•	 	Whatever	you	do,	please	do	it	safely.	Home-
Start cannot accept liability for any loss, 
damage or injury as a result of fundraising 
for us

•	 	Make	sure	your	venue	has	been	checked	for	
health and safety hazards

•	 	Ensure	there	is	adequate	access	for	people	
with disabilities

•	 	Confirm	first	aid	supplies,	fire-fighting	
equipment and emergency evacuation 
procedures are in place

•	 	Check	what	public	liability	insurance	the	venue	
has and that it covers owners’ liability risks.

Food and Drink

•	 	Always	ensure	any	food	you’re	providing	has	
been stored at an appropriate temperature, 
hygienically prepared and thoroughly cooked

•	 Visit	food.gov.uk for further guidance

•	 	If	you	want	to	sell	alcohol	at	your	party,	
you’ll need a licence. If the venue already 
has a licence, then you’ll be covered, but you 
should check first.

Safeguarding children

•	 	Please	take	extra	time	to	plan	fundraising	
activities involving children. any fundraisers 
under the age of 18 should have their parent or 
guardian’s permission to take part. Make sure 
children are properly supervised and you’ve 
made provisions for lost children at venues.

Keep it legal

•	 	Check	the	legal	requirements	for	
entertainment with your local authority or 
venue provider

•	 	Don’t	do	house-to-house	or	street	collections	
without permission from your local authority. 
If you’re thinking of holding a raffle, you’ll 
need to check that too. For more information 
you can check out  
www.institute-of-fundraising.org.uk.

For further information on how to keep your 
event safe and legal, see Home-Start’s national 
website Howtokeepitsafeandlegal.

http://food.gov.uk
www.institute-of-fundraising.org.uk
http://www.home-start.org.uk/fundraise/fundraising_guide/fundraising_guide__keeping_safe_legal

